
The first part of each text selection’s learning journey, Making Meaning engages students in routines to support their comprehension of each thematically-related, 
grade-level text, The First Read, Close Read, Analyze Craft and Structure routines apply text-dependent questions and prompts along with text annotation, and 
peer conversation as scaffolds throughout Making Meaning lessons. Wall charts that support and exemplify Making Meaning serve as a second teacher in the room.

Meet Your Routines!
Making Meaning

Routine | Concept Vocabulary

Purpose
If we spend just a few minutes considering 
select vocabulary words that we will encounter 
in the text, we prime our brains for the text’s 
content and genre, which will help us make 
sense of the text in our first read. Ranking 
words based on prior knowledge centers what 
we already know and gives us something to 
look for when we read. We will see and hear 
the Concept Vocabulary used within the text 
selection, so it will help to try to recognize this 
vocabulary in meaningful context while we 
read.

Routine | First Read

The First Read helps us explore the text using 
our prior knowledge (our life experience and 
what we have learned thus far in the unit). We 
use the First Read routine (Notice, Connect, 
Annotate, and Respond) to monitor and 
support our comprehension. The specific First 
Read prompts or questions vary for each text 
selection we read, but the four parts are 
always there; they give us four different ways 
to make meaning as we read!

Purpose

Routine | Comprehension Check

Purpose
Text-dependent questions help us monitor our 
comprehension and gain knowledge from our 
reading. If we use evidence from the text to 
support our responses, the Comprehension Check 
helps us reread the text and practice 
communicating what we have learned. We might 
talk about the questions and write responses to 
them using evidence from our reading. There is also 
a prompt to research something we want to know 
more about!
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Making Meaning

Routine | Close Read

Reread the text with Close Read questions 
and prompts to examine, trace, and 
reconsider the concepts and language 
within the text. Close Reading helps us 
clarify misconceptions as well! There is a 
Close Read routine, just like the First Read 
routine, and there are specific prompts that 
help us annotate (physically interacting with 
the text), question, and draw informed 
conclusions about the ideas in the text 
selection.

Purpose
Think of this like our second Close Read, but this 
time, we really question the key ideas and details. 
We evaluate characters’ choices, interpret claims, 
and make informed judgments. When we Analyze 
the Text, we basically have a conversation with the 
content: do we agree or disagree with what a 
character decides to do? What do we think about 
the things in the text that have multiple meanings? 
How does the text help us think about our Unit’s 
Essential Question?

Routine | Analyze the Text

Purpose

Routine | Analyze Craft and Structure

Ready for one more Close Read? This time, let’s 
really read like a writer and examine what the 
author does and why. Analyze Craft and Structure 
helps us understand some tricky parts of the text - 
and we can get a better sense of the strategies we 
can use in our own writing. Each author shapes a 
reader’s experience by choosing how to structure 
a text and what language to use. With the Analyze 
Craft and Structure prompts, we get to examine 
what each author chooses to do and why.

Purpose

The first part of each text selection’s learning journey, Making Meaning engages students in routines to support their comprehension of each thematically-related, 
grade-level text, The First Read, Close Read, Analyze Craft and Structure routines apply text-dependent questions and prompts along with text annotation, and 
peer conversation as scaffolds throughout Making Meaning lessons. Wall charts that support and exemplify Making Meaning serve as a second teacher in the room.
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The second part of each text selection’s learning journey is Language Development. Routines for Language Development include Concept Vocabulary, Word Study, 
Word Network, Conventions. Students use brief activities to examine and expand upon the language used in the text, which also supports their reading 
comprehension and enhances the language they use when speaking and writing. Try using wall charts that have text language, color-coded to reveal morphology, 
as well as Word Walls and posted Language Frames that invite students to use new vocabulary.

Language Development

Routine | Concept Vocabulary

We started our reading with the Concept 
Vocabulary, and now we come back to it after 
we’ve closely read the text. Since we’ve read the 
words in context, we can think about all that we 
have learned and bring that new knowledge to 
the concept vocabulary. We practice using the 
concept vocabulary in our own sentences. We 
also make connections between the Concept 
Vocabulary, other, related words that are used in 
the text selection, and words we have learned 
from reading other texts in this unit.

Purpose

Routine | Conventions

Conventions are agreed-upon ways of writing or 
language features that are common for a certain 
type of text or genre, like a narrative or 
argumentative text. The Read It – Write It routine 
gives us a chance to examine one convention that 
is used in the text we have been reading, First we 
read it and then…we write it! The Read It – Write 
It routine is similar to our word study routine 
because both are specific to the language in the 
text selection that we are reading. With 
knowledge of conventions, we know what to 
expect as we read texts in different genres. We 
can also use the study of conventions when 
speaking and writing to effectively communicate 
our perspective to others. 

Purpose

Routine | Word Study

This is our time to study how words work. We’ll 
learn something about the form of words – how 
parts of words, like roots and suffixes and 
prefixes keep the same meaning and can help us 
learn a wide array of new vocabulary. Word 
Study is specific to each text selection, so we 
know that the thing we learn about is something 
we can see illustrated in the text selection and 
something we can readily practice.

Purpose
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Effective Expression
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Routine | Writing to Sources

We have been using our reading and language 
development routines with this text selection to deepen 
our understanding of the text. Now we get to 
communicate what we have learned from our reading by 
Writing to Sources. Sometimes we’ll write an essay, but 
often our Effective Expression task is an authentic writing 
piece like a critical review, screenplay, or letter. Writing 
to sources helps us understand our reading even better 
because we are working to communicate our 
understanding of the text to others.

Purpose

Routine | Speaking and Listening

Speaking and Writing are deeply connected and both are ways for 
us to communicate our knowledge and our perspective about what 
we have read and the concepts within that text selection. In this 
Speaking and Listening routine, we prepare and present 
something to peers (and others) that gives our voices needed 
space to be shared and heard.

Purpose

The third part of each text selection’s learning journey is Effective Expression. These routines help students deepen their reading comprehension by examining 
language structures and engaging in verbal reasoning. Students use Writing to Compare, Writing to Sources, Presentation, and Evidence Log tasks to apply what 
they have learned from reading and to practice effective communication. They balance written and spoken communication, using one to support the other. The 
Launch Text and Anchor Texts serve as mentors. Effective Expression.
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